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Notes: Routine checks have not been made on airflow in the fume cabinet – ensure that users perform this task and log the results.

General

The fume hood provides a safe environment in which to handle chemicals that emit noxius fumes such as solvents and acids. Protection is provided by continuous intake of air to remove and safely exhaust fumes and a glass panel at the front of the cabinet to protect the operator. It is important to note that suitable protective clothing will still need to be worn when using hazardous chemicals.
Hazards associated with fume hoods:

In itself the hood poses no hazard to health, however many hazardous chemicals are handled in such hoods and the area inside the hood should always be treated with utmost care.
To avoid exposing others to unnecessary hazards the area must be cleaned and made safe after each use. Spills must be cleaned up and disposed of appropriately.

All hazardous chemicals in the hood must be clearly labeled

Any compound described as a toxin must be first registered with Simon Stephan (x5919) or Paul Bowyer, x5868 before use (currently no toxins in use).

Use of the hood

As the main protective capacity of the hood relies on correct inflow of air the following measures must be adopted:

The glass panel at the front of the hood must not be raised above the maximum height mark

Airflow through the hood opening must be measured weekly using an anemometer.  Acceptable limits for airflow are 0.4 m s-1 – 0.7 m s-1. Results must be entered on the monitoring sheet provided. Three readings must be taken from left, centre and right of the opening
At the same time the flow/motor control above the hood at the right hand side should be checked. This is a feedback control for the extraction pump and should read at or near 400.  Exceptionally high (>600) or low (<300) readings do not necessarily mean that the hood is malfunctioning (check the flow rate through the front opening using the anemometer) but may indicate a blockage or pump problem that will need to be examined by an engineer. In the case of abnormal reading contact Simon Stephan on x5919 or Paul Bowyer on 5868
Assessor: Simon Stephan
EQUIPMENT GENERAL RECORD SHEET

Piece of Equipment: Fume Hood ____________________________________________________________

	Date
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	Flow reading through hood opening 
	Control reading
	Notes/Outcome

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Declaration
I confirm that I have read this SOP and understand the implications described.
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